
 

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

120 N. Main St., Lewistown, PA 17044-1719 

Main Office: 717-248-8780    Mon. Tues., Thurs. 8:00AM-4:00 PM Fri. 8-Noon 

stjohnslewistown@gmail.com 

Interim Pastor:  Rev. Allen Hulslander 570-220-4402 (cell) 

Office Hours: Tues. 9am-Noon and Thurs. 9am-Noon *please call ahead. 

Director of Music/Organist: Mrs. Patricia O. Loudenslager 

http://www.stjohnslewistown.com 

www.facebook.com/St.John’sLutheranChurch,LewistownPA 

Sunday, May 17th, 2026, 9:00 AM  Seventh Sunday of Easter / Setting 3  

 

 
 

INTRODUCTION  

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the upper room, waiting 

for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers 

and for their mission in his name. Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that 

Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, eager for the 

unity that God intends for the whole human family. 

about:blank
http://www.stjohnslewistown.com/
about:blank


WELCOME to worship at St. John’s, whether virtually or in person. We are delighted to share this time 

together. St. John’s focus is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, strengthen believers and care for 

those in Need.  

HOLY COMMUNION is served by a 2-line procession down the center aisle. We will celebrate with 

bread, wine, or grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.  

GIVE TO ST. JOHN’S Offering plates are located at each entrance. If you prefer to give electronically, 

visit our website, and click on the E-Giving Tab. Use your existing login information. For new users, 

search for St John’s Lutheran Church Lewistown. Information on E-Giving is available on the SJLC 

resource table. Thank you for your continued support. 

IF YOU ARE A VISITOR, we would like to get to know you. Please fill out a visitor's card from the pew 

rack and place it on the offering plate at the entrances. May Christ's spirit be with each and every one of 

us in our congregational life and faith journey. 

 

LARGE PRINT SERVICE BOOKLETS are available, please see a door 

greeter. 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Pastor – Allen Hulslander 
Acolytes – Nevin Farley, Jackson Druckenmiller 
Altar Guild Volunteers – Anne Spicer, Peggy Finkenbiner, Sharon Phillips, Jen 

Johnson 

Cantor – Sue Shawver 
Communion Assistants – Hillary Worley, Norma Fisher, Gisele Miller 
Crucifer – Hillary Worley 
Lay Lector – Joyce Tanner 
Ushers – Dennis Noble – head, Sandy Noble, Deb Kling 
Media & Production – Grant and Carrie Stufft, Nancy Ressler, Mary Barr, Annette 

Rager 

    

 

PRELUDE 9:00 AM “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” American Melody: John Wyeth’s Repository 

of Sacred Music” Arr. Arnold B. Sherman, 2002 Beckenhorst Press Inc. 

Handbell Choir 

 

 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 



GATHERING       
Please stand as you are able. Congregational responses are in Bold.  Red Hymnal (ELW) will 

be used for parts of the service. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us (local waters may be named). 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Processional Hymn               ELW pg. #848 “Give to Our God Immortal Praise” 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Kyrie          ELW pg. #138 Setting 3 

Glory to God         ELW pg. #139 Setting 3 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right 
hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world 
may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated. 

 
 

 

 

Special Music 

“Pachelbel’s Canon of Peace” from “Canon in “D” by Johann Pachelbel, Arr. With Latin text by 
Patrick M. Liebergen 

Chancel Choir with Jerry Stone – Flute  
 
 
 
 
CHILDRENS MESSAGE All children are invited forward.    

 
 

 

 

WORD 

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14 

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the 
Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his 
disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 



6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 
sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two 
men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 12 Then they returned to 
Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s 
journey away. 13 When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs 
where they were staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and 
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, 
and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer, 
together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his 
brothers. 

Reader ends with: “The Word of the Lord.” 
Congregation responds: “Thanks be to God.” 

 

Psalm: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
Sing to God, who rides upon the clouds. (Ps. 68:4) 
 1 Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
  let those who hate God flee. 
 2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of 
God. 
 3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice | before God; 
  let them also be merry and joyful. 
 4 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the 
clouds; 
  I AM is that name, rejoice before God! 
 5 In your holy habitation, O God, 
  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
 6 you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 
  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 7 O God, when you went forth before your people, 
  when you marched through the wilderness, 
 8 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God, 



the God of Sinai, 
  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 9 You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
 10 Your people found their home in it; 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor. 
 32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
  sing praises to the Lord. 
 33 You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 34 Ascribe power to God, 
  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
 35 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 
  giving strength and power to your people! | Blessed be God!  

 

 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, 
we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others 
because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us. 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar 
as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy 
when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 
you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8 Discipline 
yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 
looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 
your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 
suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who 
has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, 
and establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

Reader ends with: “The Word of the Lord.” 
Congregation responds: “Thanks be to God.” 

 

 



 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Please stand as you are able.  

 
 

 

The Holy Gospel according to John the 17th Chapter. 

 Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Gospel: John 17:1-11 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that 
those who continue his work in this world will live in unity. 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 
you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing 
the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed. 
  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from you, 8 for the words that you 
gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that 
I came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave 
me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have 
been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.” 
 
 
After the reading … 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 



Please be seated. 

 

 

SERMON                                                                        Pastor Allen 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed  
Please stand as you are able. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead 
on the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The petitions end with: “Merciful God” 

And the Congregational response is: 

 “receive our prayer”                                                            

 

 

SHARING of GOD’S PEACE 

Share the Peace in a safe manner.  

Simply say the words. “Peace be with You.”  

“And also with you.” 

 

Keep In Prayer: Deb Montgomery, 

Larry Niemond, Peter Marsh, Gail 

Ingram, Linda Goss, Nellie Wilson, 

Joanne Troutman, Toby Sweigart, 

Freda Hook, and the Call Committee. 

*To have someone added to the 

Prayer Guide-with their permission-

please contact the church office. 

 

 



MEAL Please continue to stand.  
 

 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 
table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken)                                     

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

COMMUNION PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 



And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                  ELW pg. #144 Setting 3 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

The presiding minister continues: 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on  
these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast.  
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its  
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy 
Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung)   

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the   

 glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



INVITATION 

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 

 

Lamb of God        ELW pg. #208 Setting 3 

 
 
 
 

COMMUNION 
All who are baptized are invited to come forward. Children, if not already communing, may be 

brought forward for a blessing from the Pastor. Please hold both hands out to receive the 

bread, then choose a cup from the Acolyte. Please dispose of your communion cup in the 

nearby waste basket. 

 

 

Communion Music 

Jerry Stone – Flute  

“Fairest Lord Jesus” Music: Schlesische Volkslieder” Arr. Carol Foss, 2009 Lillienas Pub. Co. 

“All That Thrills My Soul” Thoro Harris, Arr. Carol Foss, 2009 Nazarene Pub. House 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING  

The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  Amen. 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 
dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Sending Hymn                  ELW pg. #790 “Day by Day” 

 

 

Silent Meditation 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 

POSTLUDE “When in Our Music God Is Glorified” (#851 in our hymnal) 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 

Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. NOTICE: Audio/Video recording When you enter a St. John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran worship service/event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording may occur. Please see 

notes at entrances for further details. Live-Streaming will continue as needed- if you are behind camera, you will not be on camera. 

 

 

DEDICATIONS 

TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS are presented by Debbie Kling in honor of loved ones. 

THIS WEEK’S BULLETIN in memory of Brenda Funk given by her husband Charles Funk and 

her children. 

THIS WEEK’S ETERNAL CANDLE BURNS in loving memory of their son Jason Clair Burk by 

his parents Cindy and Steve Burk. Jason would have celebrated his 48th birthday this month. 

Our Lord Heavenly Father called him home much too soon. 

THE COMMUNION WINE this morning is given by Bob McCormick in memory of his wife Linda 

McCormick. 

 



ST. JOHN’S NEWS 

WE WELCOME Rachael and Nelson Haagen III into the congregation today. They are 

transferring from St. John’s Bellefonte. 

GRADUATES If you have a 2026 high school or college graduate, please let the office know 

by Friday, May 29th as we plan to recognize all graduates on Sunday, June 7th. 

BABY BOTTLES Each year from Mother’s Day to Father’s Day, Crossroads Pregnancy 

Center holds their “Baby Bottle Boomerang” fundraiser. If you want to participate, just pick 

up a baby bottle at one of the church entrances, fill it with your spare change, & return the baby 

bottle to the church by Father’s Day Sunday, June 21st. Thank you for your support!  Give 

online www.cpcforlife.org 

THE RED CROSS AND SJL CHURCH are having a blood drive on Friday, May 29th from 

Noon to 5:00pm at the church. “Sleeves Up, Hearts Open, All In”.  

SPONSOR a child for Rainbow Summer vacation bible school at Lumina Center this summer. 
For $200, a child will enjoy the privilege of 2 full weeks of camp. Please donate by May 31st. 
For more information, please see Janet Deamer and/or the flyer on the resource table. 

SUMMER SOCIAL HOUR The sign-up sheet for summer sponsors after worship is on the 

church window. 

SEAFARE’R BAGS If you are going to fill a Seafarer’s Bag this year, it is still a good time to 
look for sweatshirts on sale. Other items for bags are a tee-shirt the same size as the 
sweatshirt, 3 pairs of socks, a hat (which will be provided) and a can of nuts. More information 
about this project will be announced later. 

2ND QUARTER OFFERING has been designated to Camp Mt. Luther – Capital Campaign 
Fund. 

SUMMER NEWSLETTER deadline is Thursday, May 21st. Thank you! 

ORGAN FUND There is now an option through Vanco (on-line giving) for donations to go 

towards the organ fund. 

COMMUNION ROBES If your communion robe is in need of cleaning (i.e. wine) please place 

it in the laundry basket in the robe room. 

LUMINA CENTER The new 2026 Restaurant Discount Cards will be available for purchase in 

August. The cost is $10.00, and discounts apply to 16 local restaurants in the community.  

SJLC OFFICE lunch hour Tuesday and Thursday is between 11:30am -12:30pm. 

LOST & FOUND there is a lost and found box in the lobby on the shelf above the coat rack. 

Please check for any items that you may be missing. 

http://www.cpcforlife.org/


 

COMMITTEES/ORGANIZATIONS 

SJLC COUNCIL MEETING on Tuesday, May 26th at 6:30pm. 

 

MOTHER HUBBARDS CUPBOARD items for May/June are shampoo, deodorant, 

toothpaste, toothbrushes, and bars of soap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 24 [Day of Pentecost] 9:00am Worship 

May 31 [The Holy Trinity] 9:00am Worship 

June 7 [Second Sunday after Pentecost] 9:00am Worship 

June 14 [Third Sunday after Pentecost] 9:00am Worship 

June 21 [Fourth Sunday after Pentecost] 9:00am Worship 

June 28 [Fifth Sunday after Pentecost] 9:00am Worship 

 

Meetings (Please see above for details) 

Tue. May 26th Council meeting at 6:30pm. 
 
Reminders for May 
Acolytes – Nevin Farley, Jackson Druckenmiller 

Altar Guild Volunteers – Anne Spicer, Peggy Finkenbiner, Sharon Phillips, Jen Johnson 

Communion Assistants – Hillary Worley – crucifer, Norma Fisher, Gisele Miller 

Ushers – Dennis Noble – head, Sandy Noble, Deb Kling 

Money Counters – Judy Spencer, Helen Rager 

Lay Lectors  

May 24 – Sue Shawver 
May 31 – Cora Rankin  
 

Reminders for June 
Acolytes – Geneva Kelly, Ava Kelly 

Altar Guild Volunteers – Norma Fisher, Gisele Miller, Cora Rankin 

Communion Assistants – Scott Price – crucifer, Tom Beaver, Dennis Noble 

Ushers – Dennis Crossgrove – head, Gloria Stewart, Scott Welham 

Money Counters – Mary Barr, Jennie Mc Cardle 

Lay Lectors  

June 7 – Anne Spicer 
June 14 – Kim Crone 
June 21 – Hillary Worley 
June 28 – Tom Beaver 


