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Sunday, November 15th, 2026, 9:00AM +- Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost Setting 3
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“I AM WORTHY”

2026 Thankoffering Service

Rooted in the belief that all people are created in the image of God, who welcomes each of us
with extravagant love, Concordia Campus Ministry longs to embody that same loving welcome.
As a Reconciling in Christ ministry of the ELCA, we share God'’s vision of dignity, wholeness,
and equity, affirming people of all gender identities and expressions, sexual orientations,
faith backgrounds, abilities, races, and cultures.

Guided by Christ, we commit to accompanying marginalized communities, engaging in the ongoing
work of anti-racism, and standing together against fear and shame in the shared work of justice.


about:blank
http://www.stjohnslewistown.com/
about:blank

WELCOME to worship at St. John's, whether virtually or in person. We are delighted to share this time
together. St. John's focus is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, strengthen believers and care for
those in Need.

HOLY COMMUNION is served by a 2-line procession down the center aisle. We will celebrate with
bread, wine, or grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are also available.

GIVE TO ST. JOHN’S Offering plates are located at each entrance. If you prefer to give electronically,
visit our website, and click on the E-Giving Tab. Use your existing login information. For new users,
search for St John's Lutheran Church Lewistown. Information on E-Giving is available on the SILC
resource table. Thank you for your continued support.

IF YOU ARE A VISITOR, we would like to get to know you. Please fill out a visitor's card from the pew
rack and place it on the offering plate at the entrances. May Christ's spirit be with each and every one of
us in our congregational life and faith journey.

LARGE PRINT SERVICE BOOKLETS are available, please see a door
greeter.

SERVING TODAY

Pastor — Rev. Allen Hulslander

Guest Speaker — Lorie Garcia

Acolytes — Gisele Miller, Candy Sonnenberg

Altar Guild Volunteers — Sharon Gibboney, Collette Croyle, Keira Martin
Cantor — Dr. Patty Farley

Communion Assistants — Dave Ray, Ginny Ray, Jenna Dudukovich

Crucifer — Dave Ray

Lay Lector — Gisele Miller, Mina Phillips, Miriah King

Ushers — Dennis Noble — head, Sandy Noble, Deb Kling

Media & Production — Grant and Carrie Stufft, Nancy Ressler, Annette Rager

Today we are celebrating women of faith. We look to women in the bible
as mentors and role models.

PRELUDE 9:00 AM “You Raise Me Up” Rolf Lovland and Brenden Graham, Arr. Melody Bober 2002
Universal Music Publishing

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor Allen



GATHERING
Please stand as you are able. Congregational responses are in Bold.
Red Hymnal (ELW) will be used for parts of the service.

CALL TO WORSHIP Lorie Garcia
Come, let us gather in the presence of God,

who calls, equips, and sends God's people into the world.

We give thanks for all who have borne witness to

God's love through acts of faith, courage, and service.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Lorie Garcia
Trusting in God's mercy and love,

let us confess our sin before God and one another.
Silence for reflection.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not always seen your image
reflected in one another. You call us to honor the gifts
of all your people, yet we have failed to honor the
wisdom, leadership, and contributions of women.

You call us to seek justice, yet we have ignored the
realities of inequality and oppression.

You call us to care for those who struggle,

yet we have too often chosen comfort over
compassion. Forgive our lack of attention, and free us
for joyful service; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hear the good news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven,

and renewed to serve and share God's love in the world.
Thanks be to God.

Processional Hymn ELW #848 “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!”

GREETING Patty Farley
The grace of our Lord Jesus, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.



Kyrie ELW page #138 Setting 3

This is the Feast ELW page #140 Setting 3

OPENING PRAYER Tracey Boyer
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray: Lord Jesus, we come together today grateful for
your presence and for the many gifts you've placed in our lives.
You've created each of us with purpose, strength,

and abilities that reflect your goodness.

We know that, along with these blessings, women across

the world face injustice. We ask you to meet them—and us—
with your comfort and your peace.

May we be your hands and feet as we work

to empower women of every nation.

Fill this gathering with your joy. Help us slow down enough

to feel your nearness and appreciate the women who

surround and support us in faith.

Guide us as we continue to serve you and shine

your light in the world. Amen.

Special Music
“‘How Can | Keep from Singing?

Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash and Matt Redman, Arr. Dennis Allen 2007 worshiptogether.comsongs

Dr. Patty Farley — Vocal

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Al children are invited forward. Nikki Hidlay



WORD

Judges 4:4-10 Gisele Miller
At that time Deborah, a prophet, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel.

She used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in
the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites came up to her for judgment.
She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali
and said to him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Position
yourself at Mount Tabor, taking ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali

and the tribe of Zebulun. | will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army,
to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops, and | will
give him into your hand.” ” Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, | will

go, but if you will not go with me, | will not go.” And she said, “I will surely go
with you; nevertheless, the road on which you are going will not lead to
your glory, for the LORD will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.”

Then Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh. Barak summoned
Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh, and ten thousand warriors went up

behind him, and Deborah went up with him.

After the reading is shared:
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146 Mina Phillips
Praise the Lord, O my soul!

| will sing praises to my God while | have my being.

Happy are they whose hope is in the Lord their God;

who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;

who keeps promises forever;

who gives justice to those who are oppressed,

and food to those who hunger.

The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those

who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.

The Lord cares for the stranger; the Lord sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.

The Lord shall reign forever, throughout all generations.

Response: Word of life. Word of liberation.
Thanks be to God



1 Corinthians 15:9-11 Miriah King

For | am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle,
because | persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God, | am what | am,
and his grace to me was not without effect. No, | worked harder than all of them—yet
not |, but the grace of God that was with me. Whether then, it is | or they, this is what
we preach, and this is what you believed.

After the reading is shared:
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Please stand as you are able. Lorie Garcia
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The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20" Chapter. Lorie Garcia
Glory to you, O Lord.

John 20:11-18

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the
tomb, and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know
where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around, and saw
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you

have laid him, and | will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not
touch me, because | have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and



say to them, ‘1 am ascending to my Father and you Father, to my God and your God.’
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “| have seen the Lord,” and
she told them that he had said these things to her.

After the Gospel is shared:
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

Please be seated.

MESSAGE Lorie Garcia

Apostles’ Creed Lorie Garcia
Please stand as you are able.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead
on the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE Suzanne Firth
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the
world. For the healing of our common home, that we may continue to care for our
Earth and respond with courage to the environmental crisis. That we may be faithful
stewards of the God's creation.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For all women whom we walk alongside. For our mothers, who grew us and
abundantly labored for us. For our sisters, of both blood and/or spirit, who uplift us
when we're low and ground us when we feel adrift. May they know their worth and
holy place in the world. May they be securely and warmly held in love. May they
maintain the strength to both oppose injustice and to allow themselves to be cared for
in vulnerability.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For those who suffer in body, mind and spirit, that they may find healing, dignity and a
community that walks with them in hope and compassion.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For people we have lost. May they live on in the spaces between us. May we find
comfort in their absence by the affirmation of their place with you. Hold them snug in
your wisdom and mercy. Help us surrender to the natural rise and fall that is life

and death so we might unite in the assurance of our mortal humanity and grow closer
to you, one another, and those whom have passed.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these prayers, spoken and
unspoken; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SHARING of GOD’S PEACE Keep In Prayer: Deb Montgomery,

Share the Peace in a safe manner. Larry Niemond, Gail Ingram, Linda

Simply say the words. “Peace be with You.” Goss, Toby Sweigart, Freda Hook,
« . » Darwin Guyer, Steve Yohn, Patti
And also with you. Nlemond, the Rankin family, Joyce

Jimenez and the Call Committee.

*To have someone added to the
Prayer Guide-with their permission-
please contact the church office.




MEAL Please continue to stand.

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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OFFERING PRAYER Lorie Garcia

Let us pray. Generous God, we thank you for those who have
cared for us and for the gifts we are free to share with others.
Bless these offerings, that through them the needs of
the world may be met. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken) Lorie Garcia
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

God, your invitation to come and feast in your presence is but

a taste of the love you extend to us every day. By your very



nature, you are always seeking us out — searching for ways to

connect us and connect with us.

By your grace, we come to recognize the holiness

that dwells in the world around us, in our neighbors,

in our own internal depths.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW pg. #144 Setting 3

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE Pastor Allen

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal;
among your people; throughout the world.

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus,
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.

Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.



INVITATION
In bread and cup the reign of Christ is breaking in.
Come, receive what Christ has prepared.

Lamb of God ELW pg. #208 Setting 3
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION
All who are baptized are invited to come forward. Children, if not already communing, may be
brought forward for a blessing from the Pastor. Please hold both hands out to receive the
bread, then choose a cup from the Acolyte. Please dispose of your communion cup in the
nearby waste basket.

Communion Music
“Amazing Grace My Chains Are Gone” Chris Tomlin and Louise Giglio, Arr. Melody Bober,
2006 worshiptogether.com songs, Sixstep Music & Vamos Publishing
“How Beautiful” Twila Paris, Arr. Mark Hayes 2001 Ariose Music
“Be Thou My Vision” Traditional Irish Melody, Arr. Larry Shackley, 2001 Hope Pub. Co.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER Lorie Garcia
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.

May we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation.

Amen.



SENDING

BLESSING Jennifer Blessing
May the Lord of abundance bless your going in and your coming out. May heaven's
doors open wide and shower you with abundant favor. May you radiate Christ's
unconditional love, live justly, and walk humbly. May God give you the laughter of
Sarah, the song of Miriam, the courage of Deborah, and the voice of Mary
Magdalene. And may the blessing of God our Creator, Jesus Christ our Redeemer,
and the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier bless you now and remain with you always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW #545 “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”

Silent Meditation

DISMISSAL Pastor Allen
Go in peace. Work for justice.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE “Grace Greater Than Our Sins” D.B. Towner, 1938 Hope Publishing Co.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992
Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. NOTICE: Audio/Video recording When you enter a St. John’s
Evangelical Lutheran worship service/event, you will be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording may occur. Please see
notes at entrances for further details. Live-Streaming will continue as needed- if you are behind camera, you will not be on camera.

DEDICATIONS
TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS are presented by Janet and Ed Deamer in honor of Faye and
Richard Heinrich.
THIS WEEK’S BULLETIN is presented by Anne and Art Spicer to give thanks to our veterans
and their service.
THIS WEEK’S ETERNAL CANDLE BURNS in honor of Dane, Danielle, Brandon, Cieara
Devin and Spencer given by Norma Fisher
THE COMMUNION WINE is given by Susie Croyle in memory of her husband Ron Croyle.



ST. JOHN’S NEWS
THANKOFFERING! Today is our 49" Thankoffering Worship Service. We are pleased to
welcome Lorie Garcia as our guest speaker. Lorie is from Texas but has been at the
Gettysburg Seminary for 2 years. Suzanne Firth, Kim Crone and Anne Spicer met Lorie at our
USSWO Convention in July. We thank them for inviting her to be our guest speaker!

THANKOFFERING MEAL There will be a meal following the Thankoffering service today
November 15%.

THE STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN is underway. Forms are at each entrance of the sanctuary
and on the resource table. If you've volunteered for the same thing year after year, we ask you
to re-enlist every year so that we know you are still interested. Please complete and return the
form to the church office no later than today, November 15%. This way the Stewardship
Committee can have an updated list of volunteers in a timely manner. Thank you for
volunteering and helping SJLC get off to a good start in 2027.

THE SJLC OFFICE will be closing at 12-Noon on Monday, November 16". Thank you.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED the Personnel Committee is seeking volunteers to assist in opening
and closing the church on Sundays. If you would like to help out or have a question as to
what would need completed, please see Adele Craig, Ed Stewart or Hillary Worley.

THE BARNABAS BROTHERS next scheduled breakfast meeting is Saturday, November
21st at 8am at the Church Fellowship Hall. Representatives from Shining Light Through the
Darkness, Toys for Tots and Celebration Villa Residents Holiday Gift Program have been
invited to speak at the Breakfast Meeting. Please plan to attend a morning of Christian
Fellowship, King's Breakfast and dynamic speakers making a difference in our community. If
you have any questions, please contact any Barnabas Brother.

THE GIVING TREE IS UP! When removing a tag from the tree, you will notice the gift tags
have been attached to the back. Once you grab a tag, please see the clipboard beside the
tree and put your name and phone number beside the name of the child you have

claimed. Remember, no gift cards are permitted! Try to remember to remove all tags or black
them out on the gifts. Not sure this is something you want to take on by yourself? Grab a
friend or two and make it a joint effort. All wrapped gifts should be returned to the church no
later than November 29th. Thank you for helping make a child's Christmas brighter this year!

DEADLINE for information to place in the December newsletter is on Monday, November
231,

THE SJLC OFFICE will be closed on Thursday, November 26t and Friday, November 27t
for Thanksgiving. The office hours for that week will be Monday thru Wednesday 8am-4pm.
Thank you!

ATTENTION: COOKIE BAKERS & FUDGE MAKERS are needed for this year’s Festival of
Ice Cookie Walk. Best sellers include chocolate & peanut butter fudge, snickerdoodles, peanut



butter cookies, peanut blossoms, orange creamsicle and sugar cookies. This year’s Festival
of Ice theme is “American Adventure”. Donations can be dropped off at the church on
Wednesday, December 2nd from 9 AM — 4 PM and from 9 AM to Noon on Thursday,
December 3rd. The Cookie Walk will be held at the Old Mifflin County Courthouse Thursday,
December 3rd & Friday, December 4th from 5-9 PM. Contact Carrie Thierwechter at (717)
994-5615 if you have any questions. Please label your donations with your name and
what you’ve made. All donations are welcome and greatly appreciated. Thank you in
advance for your support of this St. John’s tradition.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH will be hosting “Messiah” Sunday, December 6t at
3:00pm with Fred Benner as the Conductor. Rehearsals will be on Sunday’s at 3:00pm
beginning on November 15, 8, 15t 227 and 29%. Any singers who are interested please
join us!

THE SOCIAL MINISTRY and Evangelism Committees will be sponsoring home delivered
meals monthly for our shut-ins or any older member who doesn’t cook much and would like a
meal! We would also like to deliver to anyone with a recent iliness etc. Please let Nikki Hidlay,
Norma Fisher or the office know if you would like to be added to the delivery list. Meals will be
ready for delivery after church on Sundays so can be taken home then as well. If members
know of a neighbor or congregational member that would benefit from this ministry, please
add them to the list! Upcoming delivery dates are December 13™. If you would like to help
make food or delivery meals and haven’t signed up yet, please see Nikki or text me at 717-
994-6058. Thank you!

GODLY PLAY SUNDAY SCHOOL (for all ages) is an amazing experience scriptures and
parables “come alive.” Godly Play dates are as follows:12/06, 01/10, 02/07, 03/07, 04/04,
05/02. All are welcome!

4t QUARTER OFFERING has been designated for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard.

THE CHRISTMAS OFFERING has been designated for 1/2 camperships and 1/2 energy
bank.

ACOLYTES We have had adults show interest in being acolytes. If this is something you may
be interested in, please see Norma Fisher to be added to the schedule.

NEW LUMINA CENTER community restaurant cards are here! Cards sell for $10 and have
discounts for 20 local restaurants. New cards will be effective August 31, 2026, through
August 31, 2027. Please see Janet Deamer or Susan C. in the church office.

COMMUNION ROBES If your communion robe is in need of cleaning (i.e. wine) please place
it in the laundry basket in the robe room.

WEATHER ALERT If the Mifflin County School District is delayed, closed, or closing due to
snow and ice, the SJLC Office and all activities in the church facility will be postponed or
cancelled.
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SJLC OFFICE lunch hour Tuesday and Thursday is between 11:30am -12:30pm.

LOST & FOUND there is a lost and found box in the lobby on the shelf above the coat rack.
Please check for any items that you may be missing.

COMMITTEES/ORGANIZATIONS
THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE would like to thank the crew of men who took on the project of
removing our rotting wooden columns on the 1993 section and replacing them with a polymer
material infused with fiberglass and marble dust. The new columns will not rot and should last
for generations. The column crew consisted of Ed Deamer, Ray Dillon, Denny Crossgrove,
Jim Morris, Jim Rosenberry, Larry Schaaf, Art Spicer, Andrew Thierwechter, and Scott
Welham. Thank you, gentlemen, for your time, talents, and perseverance! All praise and glory
to God, The Grand Architect, for safety, guidance, and favorable weather!

SJLC COUNCIL MEETING is on Tuesday, November 24t at 6:30pm.

LUMINA HAM SANDWICH sales have been moved to the third Friday in November (20%).
Orders are due the Sunday before and sandwiches are $4.00ea.

MOTHER HUBBARDS CUPBOARD items for November/December are holiday meal items
such ass canned ham, stuffing, instant mashed potatoes, gravy, vegetables, pie filling, pie
crust mix, cake mixes and icing.

ATTENTION COUNCIL/COMMITTEE MEMBERS it's that time of year to submit your yearly
report for the SILC Annual report which is due December 31st. Therefore, the administration
office asks that all reports be submitted via email, US mail, or in writing no later than Tuesday,
December 8", 2026. Thank you.

‘Woishi
SCHEDUL

November 22 [Christ the King] 9:00am Worship, 10:15am Sunday School
November 29 [First Sunday of Advent] 9:00am Worship, 10:15am Sunday School
December 6 [Second Sunday of Advent] 9:00am Worship, 10:15am Godly Play
December 13 [Third Sunday of Advent] 9:00am Worship, 10:15am Sunday School
December 20 [Fourth Sunday of Advent] 9:00am, 10:15am Sunday School
December 24 [Nativity of Our Lord] Christmas Eve 8:00pm

December 27 [First Sunday of Christmas] 9:00am Worship, 10:15am Sunday School



Meetings (Please see above for details)
Tue. November 24" Council Meeting at 6:30pm.
Wed. Choir practice 6:00pm

Reminders for November

Acolytes — Gisele Miller, Candy Sonnenberg

Altar Guild Volunteers — Sharon Gibboney, Collette Croyle, Keira Martin
Communion Assistants — Dave Ray crucifer, Ginny Ray, Jenna Dudukovich
Ushers — Dennis Noble head, Sandy Noble, Deb Kling

Money Counters — Judy Spencer, Scott Welham

Lay Lectors

November 15 — Thankoffering

November 22 — Ed Deamer

November 29 — Cora Rankin

Reminders for December

Acolytes — Anderson Bitner, Jackson Druckenmiller

Altar Guild Volunteers — Tracey Boyer, Pam Fultz, Janet Deamer
Communion Assistants — Scott Price crucifer, Scott Welham, Gisele Miller
Ushers — Norma Fisher head, Dennis Crossgrover, Hillary Worley
Money Counters — Barry Stuck, Susan Phillips

Lay Lectors

December 6 — Hillary Worley

December 13 — Youth

December 20 — Cantata

December 24 — TBA

December 27 — Tom Beaver

Next Sunday’s Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24, Psalm 95:1-7a, Ephesians 1715-23, Matthew 25:31-
46



