ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
120 N. Main St., Lewistown, PA 17044-1719
Main Office: 717-248-8780 Mon.,Tues., Thurs. 8:00AM-4:00 PM Fri. 8-Noon
stjohnslewistown@gmail.com
Interim Pastor: Rev. Allen Hulslander 570-220-4402 (cell)
Office Hours: Tues. 9am-Noon and Thurs. 9am-Noon *please call ahead
Director of Music/Organist: Mrs. Patricia O. Loudenslager
http://www.stjohnslewistown.com
www.facebook.com/St.John’sLutheranChurch,LewistownPA

Sunday, November 13, 2022 9:00 AM  The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost/ Setting 4 C

Introduction to the Day
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s texts is
ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened
for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of
the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.”

WELCOME to worship at St. John’s, whether virtually or in person, we are delighted to share this time
together. St. John’s focus is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, Strengthen Believers and Care for
those in Need.
HOLY COMMUNION will be by 2-line procession through the center aisle. We will celebrate with wafers,
wine and grape juice (please notify Acolyte). Gluten-free wafers are also provided-please tell the Pastor
when communing. *If you prefer to use Pre-filled communion cups they are available at each entrance.
GIVE TO ST. JOHN’S We are currently not passing the plate, you will find plates located at each
entrance. If you would like to give electronically to God’s work through St. John’s Lutheran Church,
visit our website and click on the E-Giving Tab to go to a secure form through VANCO. You may also
download the app, VANCO MOBILE and use your existing login information or provide new. For New
Users: search for St Johns Lutheran of Lewistown to find our church. From there you can setup your
e-giving how you would like. Look for an information sheet on the church resource table in the
Fellowship Hall or ask the office admin. for help. Thank You for your continued support.
OTHER WORSHIP SPACE is available in the fellowship hall, where service can be heard. There is a
nursery room (2nd fl education wing) if needed as we do not provide nursery care. The service can be
heard from this room. Thank you for bringing your children to worship. God’s family includes all ages!
IF YOU ARE A VISITOR, we would like to get to know you. Please fill out a visitor's card from the pew
rack and place it in the offering plate. May Christ's spirit be with each and every one of us in our
congregational life and faith journey.

LARGE PRINT SERVICE BOOKLETS are available, please see a door greeter.
SERVING TODAY
Pastor – Rev. Allen Hulslander
Ushers – Korey, Kyle, and Kiersten Treaster
Cantor - Geneva Kelly
Lay Lectors- Geneva Kelly, Mara Gallo, Ava Kelly
Communion Assistants – Gisele Miller, Dave Phillips, Justice Mills
Crucifer – Justice Mills
Acolytes – Mara Gallo and Cooper Rankin
Media & Production – Grant and Carrie Stufft , Nancy Ressler and Mary Barr

PRELUDE 9:00 AM
“Salute to the Armed Services”

Arr. Russell Mauldin

Jerry Stone, flute
Congregation please sing along as Mara Gallo leads

If you are a Veteran, please stand during your specific Armed Services song.

OUR VETERANS
David Borland
Germany, Ordinance: heavy automotive
United States Army, Air Corps, Served in WW
maintenance
II, June 1942-October 1945
Robert McCormick, Jr.
Ray Allison
United States Air Force, June 1957-June 1961
United States Army, Military Police Corps,
Active Duty 2 years, Nov. 22, 1961-Nov. 22,
Allen Mengel
1963, 2 years Active Reserves, 2 years
United States Navy, 1969-1973
Standby Reserves
Ed Aurand
United States Army, 1955-1958
Jan Austin
United States Navy, Nurse Corps, 1961-196
Pete Barr
United States Army, Special Forces, Specialist
4th Class,1961-1964
Thomas Beaver
United States Army, 1966-1970
Ken Beers
United States Army, 1963-1966
Dirk Craig
United States Navy, 1985-1988
Dennis Crossgrove
United States Army, 1960-1963
Barb Daniel
United States Navy, 1969-1977
Jon Farley
United States Marine Corps Reserves, 19912000
Gerald Goss
United States Army, 1953-1955

Sergeant Spenser Miller
United States Army, Staff Sargeant 2014present, Served in Afghanistan - 2015-2016
(1st), 2018 (2nd), currently serving in Fort
Gordon, Augusta, GA
Justice Mills
United States Army, 2016-2019
Steven Myers
United States Coast Guard, 1984-1989
Dennis Noble
Unites States Army, 1966-1968
Cade Pollock, Petty Officer 2nd Class
United States Navy, May 2018-present
Station in Jacksonville, FL
Currently on deployment in Japan
Gerald E. Purcell (deceased)
United States Army, Korea 1953-1955
Larry Schaaf
United States Army, 1972-1976
Gary Ritchey, Sr.
United States Army, 1965-1967, Served in the
Vietnam War

The Rev. Charles Hershberger
United States Army, Special Forces, 1966-1968

Robert Shaw
United States Navy, 1955-1959, Served aboard
destroyer USS Frank E. Evans

Larry Hess
United States Air Force, 1957-1962

Art Spicer
United States Army, 1967-1973

John C. Laughlin
United States Army, 1957-1959, Served in

Ronald Sprecher
United States Air Force, 1964-65

Dallas Tanner
United States Army, 1960-1963, Served 13
months in Korea
Gilbert Varner
United States Air Force, 1958-1962
Jeremiah Weaver
United States Army, 1961-1964

Christopher Tate
National Guard, Active Duty 2015-pres.
Lieutenant Colonel Keith Robert Wilson
United States Air Force, 22 yrs Ret. Dec.
2019
Michael Spahr
United States Air Force

WELCOME & ANNOUCEMENTS
GATHERING
Please stand as you are able. Congregational responses are in Bold.
Red Hymnal (ELW) will be used for parts of the service.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins. Please stand as you are able.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(pause for reflection . . .)
Most merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

“God of Our Fathers”

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you
KYRIE (sung)
Cantor sings dialogue, congregation responds:

(ELW pg. 147 setting 4 for music)
Lord, have mercy. (4x)

CANTICLE OF PRAISE (sung)

(ELW pg. 149 setting 4 for music)

Cantor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of
God. Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and
glory are his. This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. Sing with all the
people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor and glory
and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is the feast of victory for
our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Please be seated.

WORD

First Reading – Malachi 4:1-2a A day of blistering heat for the arrogant; a day of
healing sun for the righteous
1See,

the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be
stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave
them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness
shall rise, with healing in its wings.

Reader ends with: “The Word of the Lord.”
Congregation responds: “Thanks be to God.”

Psalm 98 Read responsively by whole verse.
1Sing

a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
2O LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

3You

remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
5Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
8Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes
to judge the earth.
9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
Second Reading – 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 Do not be idle, but do what is right for
the sake of Christ
6

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away
from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they
received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not
idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it;
but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of
you. 9This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an
example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this command:
Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in
idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command
and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.
Reader ends with: “The Word of the Lord.”

Congregation responds: “Thanks be to God.”
SPECIAL MUSIC
“The Trees of the Field”
Stuart Dauermann and Steffi Geiser Rubin
Celeste and Praise and Worship Youth Choirs

CHILDRENS MESSAGE all children are invited forward
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Please stand as you are able.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 21st Chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel – Luke 21:5-19 Jesus speaks of wars, endurance, betrayal, and suffering for his sake
5

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the
days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”
7
They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is
about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will
come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.
9
“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things
must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them,
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great
earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful
portents and great signs from heaven.
12
“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand
you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So
make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or
contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and
friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of
my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain
your souls.
After the reading …

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON

Pastor Allen

APOSTLES’ CREED
Please stand as you are able.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
on the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The petitions end: “Lord, in your mercy”;
And the Congregational response is:
“receive our prayer”

Keep In Prayer: Deb Montgomery,
Bob Shaw, Patty Wagner, Michaela
Nagel, Jane Campbell

Sharing of God’s Peace
Share the Peace in a safe manner.
Simply say the words, “Peace be with You.”
And also with you.

*To have someone added to the Prayer
Guide-with their permission-please
contact the church office. Names
typically removed after 4 wks unless
otherwise notified.

MEAL Please continue to stand

OFFERING SONG

OFFERING PRAYER
GREAT THANKSGIVING
(spoken)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
COMMUNION PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we…..
and join their unending hymn (sung):
Holy, Holy, Holy
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues:

ELW pg. 153 setting 4

In the night in which he was betrayed, our lord Jesus……
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, …………
For as often as we eat this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command …………………To you, O God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and
forever. Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION
Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints.

COMMUNION
*If you feel comfortable at this time, all who are baptized are invited
to come forward as directed from the front through the middle aisle.
Children, if not already communing, may be brought forward for a
blessing from the Pastor. Please hold both hands out to receive the
wafer, then an Acolyte will hand you a cup. Please dispose in a near waste basket.
LAMB OF GOD

ELW pg. 154 setting 4

Communion Distribution Music: Jerry Stone, flute
#1 “Prelude,” #3 “Aria,” #5 “Chanson” from “Suite Antique” by John Rutter

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread of heaven

and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world and to serve
those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us alive in Jesus,
and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

ELW # 756 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
Silent Meditation

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, Be a blessing in the world.

POSTLUDE
“Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory”

Thanks be to God.

North American, 19th cent., Julia Ward Howe
Jerry Stone, flute

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License. New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights
reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by
permission.

NOTICE: Audio/Video recording When you enter a St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran worship service/event, you will
be entering an area where photography, video and audio recording may occur. Please see notes at entrances for
further details. Live-Streaming will continue as needed- if you are behind camera you will not be on camera.

DEDICATIONS
TODAY’S BULLETINS are presented in memory of our fathers by Art and Anne Spicer.
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are presented in honor of our mother’s birthdays by Art and Anne
Spicer.
THIS WEEK’S ETERNAL CANDLE BURNS in honor of Spencer Miller by Norma Fisher.
THE COMMUNION WINE this morning is given by Norma Fisher in honor of Spencer Miller who
is serving in the Army in Georgia.
ST. JOHN’S NEWS

Children (all ages) Room 204 of the education wing Godly Play
Adult classes will meet in the Conference Room (Women of the Bible) and
the Library. All classes begin at approximately 10:15 and last 45 min. -hr.

St. John’s is looking to fill Kristy’s position by the end of
November into December as she has decided with a
heavy heart to pursue another opportunity into the new
year. If you or anyone you know may be interested in
performing part-time secretarial, clerical, and office
management duties needed for the operation of St.
John’s please inquire with the office or Scott Welham (Personnel) 717--437-0413.
Applicant expected to average 20 hours per week with no health care benefits, sick
leave or paid vacation. A job description is available in the office.
AS BEFORE, WHEN THE Mifflin County school district delays or cancels school for hazardous winter
weather, the Church Office will also delay opening or be closed for the day. Check radio stations
or online for school information.

SPECIAL ENVELOPES for staff Christmas gifts are located by the offering plates. They may
be placed in the offering plates or mailed to/dropped off at the Church Office. Donations
must be collected by Sunday, December 5, 2021 so that they will be included in the gifts
presented to the staff. (Please see any Council member with questions.) Thank you for
helping to show our appreciation for the truly wonderful staff that serve St. John’s Lutheran
Church of Lewistown.

Attention Cookie bakers and fudge makers are needed
for this year’s Festival of Ice Cookie Walk. Best sellers
include chocolate & peanut butter fudge, chocolate chip
cookies/bars, snickerdoodles, peanut butter cookies
blossoms, and sugar cookies. Please feel free to make your
favorite treat. Donations can be dropped off at the church
on Wednesday, November 30th from 9 AM – 4 PM and by
Noon on Thursday, Dec. 1st. The Cookie Walk will be held at the Old Mifflin County
Courthouse Thursday & Friday, December 1st & 2nd from 6-9 PM. Please contact
Carrie Thierwechter at (717) 994-5615 if you have any questions. All donations are
welcome and greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your support of this St.
John’s tradition.
OUR MEET & EAT GROUP will be meeting at The Bread of Life Restaurant, Mcalisterville,
Tuesday, December 6th at Noon. All women of the congregation are invited. If you need a ride,
meet at the church at 11 a.m.

GROCERY CARD SALES Cards (Weis/Giant) may be purchased after worship
in the Fellowship Hall. The church earns 5% of the sales!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Christmas Pageant Director, Patty Loudenslager, will hold a
Saturday Practice for all of those involved December 10th at
10:00 am. The Christmas Pageant will be presented Dec. 11th.
Pizza Party for all children and those participating in Pageant will
be Saturday, December 10th at 11 am directly following
practice.
PORK & SAUERKRAUT MEAL NOV. 20th by the Sr/Jr High Sunday School Class.
Take out orders only will be available after the church service or Sunday school.
Please sign up on form at the office or contact Nikki Hidlay. You may text her as
well (717) 994-6058. Cost is $8.00. Money raised will be used for Holiday food
baskets for children in need locally.
THE 2023 OFFERING envelopes have been placed on tables in the Fellowship Hall.
All adult members and newly confirmed members are asked to pick up their
envelopes before January 1, 2023. Please help distribute the envelopes to your
family, friends, and neighbors. If you don’t receive envelopes or notice any incorrect
addresses, let the Church Office know ASAP.Boxes do contain Special Offering
envelopes that one may otherwise not be able to designate with our E-Giving. If you’d
like to learn more about E-giving or setting up Re-occurring payments, let the office
know.
THE 4th QUARTER SPECIAL OFFERING
School District Homeless Assistance Program

Shining Light & Mifflin County

SHINING LIGHT THROUGH THE DARKNESS DECORATING Barnabas Bros. will
once again be decorating the Green Pavilion at Kish Park on Monday, November 21,
at 9:30 a.m. Any donations need to be brought to the church before this date. The
group is meeting at the church at 9:00 am to transport all items to the park. Shining
Light Through the Darkness glorifies Our Lord and Savior by presenting his Light
December 3rd through January 6th, 2023.
GIVING TREE PROGRAM The S.A. has provided 25 “Angel Tags”
for on our tree located in the Main Lobby. Feel free to purchase
whatever is affordable and you feel like getting. Gifts DO NOT need
to be wrapped. **Please bring in items to the church office no later
than Dec. 12th and we will arrange for items to be picked up. Thank
you to each and everyone of you who have contributed to the Giving
Tree Project. Families begin arriving on Dec. 19th for their goodie

ANNOUNCING! SPRING OF 2023 SJL BUS TRIP Experience the life-size Noah’s Ark
and Creation Museum! Ark Encounter is a one-of-akind themed attraction the whole family will enjoy,
located in Williamstown, Kentucky. Seniors (60+)
$475/pp* Non Seniors $488/pp* to include bus
transportation, hotel, meals, ark and museum. $100
Down payment is due by December 15th. If interested
or to know more details, please contact Norma Fisher
(717)-994-3557.
*Based on a minimum of 40 passengers. (2) Queen beds per room.

Nov 20th (Christ the King) 9 AM Worship, 10:15 AM Sunday School
Nov 27th (Advent 1A) 9 AM Worship, 10:15 AM Sunday School -Godly Play
Dec 4th (Advent 2A) 9 AM Worship, 10:15 AM Sunday School
Dec 11th (Advent 3A) 9 AM Worship (Pageant), Fellowship Thank You Potluck
Dec 18th (Avent 4A) 9 AM Worship (Chancel Choir Cantata), 10:15 AM Sunday
School
Upcoming Meetings/Events (see website Events for calendar also)
Money Counting Mondays, Nov.14,21,28
Mon. Nov 14th 9 am Piecemakers
7-8:30 LCBand Fellowship Hall (every Monday)
Wed. Nov 16th 9 am Mission & Outreach Meeting
Sat. Nov. 19th 8:00 AM -Barnabas Bros. Breakfast/Meeting – GUEST SPEAKER,
Darla Rickert from Shining Light Through the Darkness
Mon. Nov. 21st 6:30 PM Council Mtg.
Wed. Nov 23rd NO CHOIR/HANDBELL PRACTICES
Nov. 24th & 25th OFFICE CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
Mon. Nov. 28th 9 am Piecemakers
Next Week Lay Lector: L. Niemond

UPCOMING WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
Dates

Ushers

December M. Barr (Head), A. &
C.Thierwechter

Christmas
Eve 7pm

S. Burk*, A. & C.
Thierwechter

Communion
Ass’ts
N. Wilson, S.
Noble, D. Noble

Crucifer

Acolytes

D. Noble

J. Phillips, M.
Phillips

N. Fisher, G. Miller
(book bearer), S.
Price

S. Price

Same as above

Next Sunday’s Readings Jeremiah 23:1-6, Psalm 46, Colossians 1:11-20, Luke 23:33-43

